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ACTION COME-00 

INFO OCT-OI EUR- 1 2 NEA-09 ISO-00 AID-05 AEC-07 CEA-OI 

CIAE-00 CIEP-02 DODE-00 EB-07 EPC-Ol H-02 INR-07 

INT-05 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-OI PM-03 RSC-OI SAM-01 

OES-05 SP-02 SS-15 STR-04 TRSE-00 FRB-01 FEA-01 /lOOW 

111890 

R211628Z JAN 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2460 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

UNCLAS BEIRUT 916 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, LE, SY 

SUBJECT: TRIPCO PETROLEUM INC., LONDON 
REE: DAMASCUS 56, PARA. 3. 

1 . GOL PETROLEUM MINISTER HAS REQUESTED AMBASSADOR FOR 
FURTHER INFO ON BONA FIDES OE TRIPCO, WHICH APPLIED FOR 
PETROLEUM EXPLORATION RIGHTS OFFSHORE LEBANON JAN. 17. 

2. REFTEL REPORTED SIMILAR APPROACHES TO SYRIANS, LISTED 
TRIPCO PETROLEUM GROUP COMPONENTS AS TRIPCO PETROLEUM 
CO.; CITY PETROLEUM CO., SUBSIDIARY OF CITY INVESTING 

CO., AND DRILLAMEX, SUBSIDIARY AMERICAN EXPRESS CO. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED; NONE OF ABOVE PETROLEUM FIRMS LISTED 
EMBASSY"'S OIL AND GAS INTERNATIONAL YEARBOOK. GOL INTERESTED 
IN TRIPCO'S HISTORY, QUALIFICATIONS FOR EXPLORATION HERE. WOULD 
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APPRECIATE ANY PERTINENT INFO, FOR RELEASE GOL. TRIPCO APPLICATION 
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MADE BY JOHN F. TOLLESON, TRIPCO PETROLEUM INC., 36 HARTFORD 
STREET (PROBABLY HERTEORD), LONDON WIY7TG. (COMMENT BY INEO 
POSTS ALSO WELCOME.) 

4. COMMMENT; TRIPCO REPORTEDLY OFEERED LEBANON SOPER 
CENT ANY OIL OR GAS FOUND. AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED, GOL 
SUSPENDED ISSUANCE NEW EXPLORATION PERMITS IN 1971, PENDING 
REVISION OUTDATED MINING LEGISLATION. APPLICATIONS STILL 
ACCEPTED AND KEPT ON PILE. NO INDICATION WHEN EXPLORATION MIGHT 
RESUME BUT SOMETIME THIS YEAR WOULD BE LOGICAL GUESS. GODLEY 
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